
Scooter Scavenger Spelling Bee          K-5 
 

OBJECTIVE: 

An invigorating, fast-paced scooter board game that will reinforce and improve communication 

teamwork, and sight word spelling skills. 

 

EQUIPMENT: 

 Scrabble tile letters (4+ wooden Scrabble tile letter sets are recommended for their durability. 

Note: Before purchasing sets, I recommend asking colleagues and friends to donate any 

Scrabble games that they may have or search on eBay or Google “Scrabble tiles”. 

 Hula Hoops and Scooters (1 hoop and scooter per group of 2-3 students) 

 Traffic cones to designate the driving course/track 

 Popsicle sticks, play money $1.00 bills, or anything to represent points 

 Scooter Scavenger Spelling Bee Card (1 laminated copy per team; See Figure 4) 

 

PROCEDURE:  
Spread all of the Scrabble tile letters inside the center circle of the gym. Create a driving 

course/track/loop using the traffic cones. Place the hoops inside the perimeter of the track with one 

scooter and Scooter Scavenger Spelling Bee Card inside each hoop (See Figure 1). Instruct 

students to form groups of 2-3 and direct each team to go to a hoop to sit down and await further 

instructions. The object of the game is to spell as many sight words within the time limit to 

determine your team’s level of accomplishment. 

To Begin: On the teacher’s signal, each team will look at the Scooter Scavenger Spelling Bee Card 

and select any word from the list to spell. One driver from each group will then perform the specific 

scooter skill given by the teacher (see Scooter Skills Galore from No Standing Around in My Gym 

for examples of scooter skills) by driving around the track in the same direction as all other drivers. 

Drivers, once they complete a full lap and return home (hula hoop) and park their scooters beside 

their hoop, are allowed to go to the center and select one Scrabble letter (See Figure 2). Their 

teammate, once the scooter has been parked, may begin driving. Each team will continue this 

process until they have successfully spelled two words from the Spelling Bee Card. Note: remind 

teams to communicate and use teamwork on each word chosen or else they might mess up by 

getting the wrong letter. Each team, after spelling two words, must raise their hands to get the 

teacher’s attention in order to receive one point (See Figure 3). Optional: the teacher can check 

for comprehension by asking each team to say their two words out loud before receiving a point. 

When the time has expired, instruct each team to calculate their points to determine the following 

award amounts: Note: mentioning levels/prizes is just for fun and obviously not real. Feel free to 

change, omit, and or alter the levels.  

Levels of Accomplishment: 

1-3 points = Elementary level spellers 

4-5 points = Middle School level spellers 

6-7 points = High School level spellers 

8-9 points = College level spellers 

10+ points = Professional level speller Champions!!!!! 

 

RULES AND SAFETY: 

1. No stopping or parking the scooter on the track. 



2. Collisions, reckless driving, and skateboarding will result in disqualification or time out. 

3. Always travel on the scooter in the direction instructed by the teacher. 

4. One Scrabble letter per person can be taken from the center per lap. 

5. Perform the scooter skill given by the teacher until it is changed. 

6. Teams may not spell the same word twice. 
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Figure 3: 

 

VARIATIONS: 

1. Remove the scooters and instruct students to jog one lap or perform any other locomotor skill 

to earn each letter. 

2. Select 5-10 bonus or mystery words from the Spelling Bee Card and write them down. Tell 

students that if they spell one of these words they will earn two bonus sticks. Note: I pick the 

bigger words such as “because, around, always, funny, yellow and better” and give little hints 

or clues as the game progresses. Remind teams to keep these words a secret if they won’t to 

score more points than the other teams. 



Figure 4: Scooter Scavenger Spelling Bee Words 
 


